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almost barren of results, however, and at a time
when every trained soldier was needed to oppose
the march of the British veterans, Izard was at
Fort Erie, idle, waiting to build winter quarters
and writing to the War Department: "I confess
I am greatly embarrassed. At the head of the
most efficient army the United States have pos-
sessed during this war, much must be expected of
me; and yet I can discern no object which can be
achieved at this point worthy of the risk which will
attend its attempt."

Izard had already predicted that the withdrawal
of his forces from Plattsburg would leave north-
eastern New York at the mercy of the British and
he spoke the truth. No sooner had his divisions
started westward than the British army, ten thou-
sand strong, under General Prevost, crossed the
frontier and marched rapidly toward the Saranac
River and then straight on to Plattsburg. Posses-
sion of this trading town the British particularly
desired because through it passed an enormous
amount of illicit traffic with Canada. Both Izard
and Prevost agreed in the statement that the
British army was almost entirely fed on supplies
drawn from New York and Vermont by way of
Lake Champlain. "Two thirds of the army in